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I met Jerome Brunmer in Marseille, in the Laboratory of Psycho-
Physiology of Professor Jacques Paillard, more than 35 years ago. We talked
about how the brain of a baboon controls skills of manipulation by sight. He
was planning an enguiry about how infants learn to use a cup, and he asked me
if I would like to adapt my film methods to study infants at Harvard.

In 1966 I sailed to the US with my wife Lee and infant son David and
we settled near Cambridge, in Waltham. Thus began 3 wonderful years at the
Center for Cognitive Studies where Jerry and bis small team of collaborators was
beginning to change, for good, the approach to infant intelligence and how it

Lrows in company.

We moved our aim from skills of object manipulation into research on
the beginnings of communication, and Jerry became our companion and guide
into the wonderful world of childhood learning. His psychology of education is
the study of childhood creativity and of the facilitating ‘scaffolding’ support the
adult teacher can give to the aspiring youngster as he or she clambers over new
ideas and actions, attempting far more than is possible alone.

For many years my work, transformed by my period at Flarvard, has
been 100% committed to the scientific comprebension of how young children get
meaning and a place where they can feel proud of being with others and knowing
how to take part in playful recreation and in helping the work of the
community. Jerry is still my teacher and the ‘scaffold’ that helps my outlandish
ideas grow intelligtble and useful form. I am both happy and proud to have
common cause with bim in exploring how the voice can be a bridge between
enthusiastic minds, how a teacher’s talk van gain a quality of interest and
affection that confirms the fun of discovery and dedication to a task, for a child or
Jfor a group of children in a school class.



A couple of years ago I had the pleasure of being in Reggio Emilia with
Jerry and Carol at a meeting celebrating the world famous philosophy of Lauren
Malaguzzi and the achievements of bis schools there. We gathered one evening
in the City Chambers with the Mayoresse. In Reggio the whole town is bebind
the learning projects of teachers, parents and children in the nurseries and
schools. When Jerry came to say a few words, the Mayoresse vacated her official
chair for him. He is venerated throughout Italy, as all over the world, as the
[riend and guide of all who wish to foster children’s learning in discovery and in
the sharing of what is found and created.

But more important for Academia are the further implications of Jerry’s
work for all areas of psychology — for perception of meaning in reality and for
imagination, for movement and the mastery of skill, for language and reason,
and for the comprebension of self-esteem and of the moral importance of respectful
listening, including the listening to the recital of facts and arguments in the
operations of the law. The titles of Jerry’s beautifully crafted texts chart the
Journey — “On Knowing: Essays for the Left Hand"; “Processes of Cognitive
Growth: Infancy”™; “Child's Talk: Learning to Use Language”; “Actual
Minds, Possible Worlds”; “Acts of Meaning”; “The Culture of Education”,
“Making Sense: Law, Literature, Life”, to mention some.

In a recent tribute to Jerome Bruner, bis friend Clifford Geerts, in his
antobiographical “Avatlable Light”, has made an important point. Geertg
observes that while Jerry give an impression of reasonableness and gentle
persuasion in bis writing, he is far more revolutionary than he appears to
admit. His psychology is one that demands radical new thinking, and, in
particular, the abandonment of the mainstream faith in  cognitive
mechanistic. That is his importance now, and that is why his message will live
and grow.

With Carol, Jerry has explored the motive foundations of narvative —
that magical force of the mind without which we can neither think nor gain entry
into one another’s purposeful conscionsness. His concept stimulates my present
work on the musical narratives of mother-infant play and their relations to the
Syntactic forces of language. With our host Giannis Kuginmutzakis, 1 have
become captivated by the abilities of infants to enter into respectful and
Sympathetic states of mind with others, from the moment they are born. These



days I am captured by that other word of Greek origin, ‘music’ - using infants’
sensibilities and expressive talents to rediscover the original rich meaning, and its

divine inspiration.

In honouring Jerome Bruner the University of Crete is paying homage to a giant
among teachers, a person full of ‘enthusiasm’ in the original Greek sense of that word.

Zeus in his cave above us will be pleased.
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Zvvdavtyoa tov Jerome Bruner gty Maooakia, oo Epyaotijpo
Yoyopvarohoyiag tov Kabigynj Jacques Paillard, mow arnd 35 yoovia nepizov.
Mdsjoaue ya 10 7o o eyxépakos evog uraunovivov EAEyyEl e Ty dpaoy
emoé&iovg yetptauovs aolmibne avuixeévay. Zyediale tote pla pcvva yia 1o
zas 1a Bpépn pabaivovy va yonawornotoby éva phirldv, xar ye pwoe eav ba
1i0eha va mpooapudow g uelodovg wvnuatoypdpnons mov yonousonoioa
yia va peietiioovue fpépn oto Xdpfapvr.

To 1966 taidepa org Hvwuévee Ilokiretec Auspiniic pe w aidvyo
pov Lee xat to yo pag- Soépog tdte- David, nat eyraragrabijxaue xovid ato
Kéwmpirl, oto Waltham. 'Etor dgyoav tpla vrépoya ypovia oto Kévrpo
Ivworiney Zrovddyw, dmov o Jerry pe pa wxpr} oudda ovvepyarcy dpyiiav
va arkalovy dpactixd Ty mpoosypton uEALTNC THC Ppepiic voquoouvne xat
¢ avdrtugijc s, pla avdrtuéy rov ouuPalver ge TAaloia GVVTOWIROTYHTAS.

Alrdaue tovs otdyovs pag and g OeS0THTES YEIPIOUOD QVTIHEIUEVWY
ot égevva pa Tig anagyéc e emxovwviac. O Jerry épwe o abvipopos 2t o
00nyos pag otoy vrépoyo #oguo ¢ mawujs udbnons. H exmaidevti) tov
duyodoyta elvar gty ovola § HEAETY TG TAIOHKIS ONOVEYIXOTATAS XAt TG
OtevroAvvTInge vTooTHpIENC TOU TapEyet 0 eviMnog Odoxalos péow TG
«oxaiwords» oto prAsbofo veapd mawl, xafie avtd avaggiyelirat adébia oe
HAWOUPLES (0EES KAt TPALels, xdvoviag moAy peyalutepes mpaoraletee oty
zapovoia Tov 0acxaAoy Tapd ay 1Tay Hovo Tov.

Iia wolAa yoovia 5 dovkerd pov, TpomoTOUUE ARG TY TEGIOGO THC
dauoviic pov oto Xdpfagvr, éyet 100% apomwbel otqy emorquovi
®aravonoy oy TS Ta pixpd radid Ppioxovy vonua xat évay Toro 0mou
UTOPOUY VA VIWOOUY TEQIPAva Tov GuPUTaAgyovy UE GAAOVS, va yvwploovy Tws
va ovpuETEyovy e Tatyviwiels dpaotnpiitnrec xar s va Ponfoly oty



dovAerd ptag xowoyrag. O Jerry elvar axduy xar orjuepa o ddoxaldg pov xat 1
«orahword» zov Bonbd 1ig wapdfeves 10EEC pov va Tdpovy pa EVARITH Hal
yorjown  pogwsl. Efuar tavtdygova evtuyiguévoc xar vmEprpavos xou
popdlopar uall tov to o xvptpo ot eepetvnan ToU TG N YWY UTOPE!
va yiver ma yépupa petald evlovawody vody, m¢ ya éva wadl 1j yia pta
oudda rmaiwy oc ula oyolry) 1dsy, 5 ouhia tov Oaoxdiov uropel va
QTOKTIOEL pla TOWGTHTA EVOLAPEPOVTOS #al aTagylic Tov emflefatcivet T yapd
06 QuaxdArpnc xat TS apogiwan o £va pyo.

Mepixd ypova mpw, eiya gy evyapiotnon va Bploxopar oto Reggio
Emilia pe tov Jerry xat tqy Carol o pla eogragrus ovvdvtgon yta tny
mayxoomag @nunc ohooopta tov Lauren Malaguzgi =at wg enmtruyiec twy
vpmaywyetoy tov oty xepwoyr avty e Itakiag. ‘Eva arndyevua fpebrjraue
ue  Ajuagye oro Aguagyelo. Zto Reggio oAy 5 zody vroornpiler ta
mpoypduyuara ualnons twy 0aoxdAwy, TwWY Yovey xal TWY TAOEY OTOUS
Boepixoie orabuodc xar ora vimaywyeia. Otav o Jerry fjobe va mer Afya
Adya, 1 Arjuagyoc tov mpdopeps To emtonuo xdbud g. X’ ohdrAnon v
IraMla, érwe xar o’ ho Tov wiguo, Tov oty we o Yiko xar odyye dAwy
exetvwy mov embuuoty va mpodyovy Eva eldo¢ pdbnone mov oxomoletel tny
avaxdlopy xat to poipadua and ta rawdid avtew zov ot avipwmor foloxovy
Hat OnuIovgyou.

Ilo oguavnxéc duws ya v Axadquaivg Kowdtgra evar o
TEQAITEPW OUVEREIES TOU EQEVVIITINOY EQYOU Tov Jerry o€ OAC TIC TEptoyés g
Woyohoyiac: avtihphy tov vorjuatog otyy mpayuatixotyra, oty pavrasia, oty
xvnon xar aTy woplagyla e emdesidtnag, oty yAdaoa xat gty vonoy, oty
avtidmpn s avto-extiunons xat g nbwic onuagtag e yeudne oefagud
axpoagns tov Adyov Tov dAhou, mov ouumEpaufaver Ty apynoy Twy
YEYOVOT®Y Al TWY ERLYEIPTUATOY OTIC VOUIHES DIAOIXATIES.

Or tithor twv duoppa Sopnuévaw xewévar o Jerry yaptoypapoty to
ta&ior. Avapépw pepvovg: «lta vy I'veon: Aoxima pa to Aporeps Xéow,(
“On Knowing: Essays for the legft Hand”), «wabizaciec I'vwonuc
Avdrroée: Bpepua] Hisdar (“Processes of Cognitive Growth: Infancy”), «H
radez ouhia: MabBaivovrag T yprion te I'Aagoacy, (“Child's Talk:
Learning to Use Language”), «llpayuarizo! Noeg, ITifavol Koguow (“Actual
Minds, Possible Worlds”), «llpaZeic Nogjuarooy (“Acts of Meaning”), «H
Kovhrovpa tnc Exnaidevoney (“The Culture of Education”), «Anutovpyia tov



voruarog: Ndpuog, Aoyoteyvia, Zwrp (“Making Sense: Law, Literature,
Life”).

Ze pla mpdopary Exofiwon mpos Tury tov Jerome Bruner, o pikog tov
Clifford Geertz, ompy avioBioypapia tov “Available 1ight” («Aiabéaiuo
Duwer), tovoe ran oguavaxe. O Geerty mapatnpe! ot sve o Jerry ovet
EVIURWON TG AoyiroTnTag xat e Evyevous melfolg ota ypartd Tov, Etvat
7oA mo ermavagratxds an’ o, o Oog palvetar va mapadéyera.. H
Woyohopia tov amarel piloomaoting onédn xar ovyxexpuéva amautel v
eyxardlenln i xuglagyne TaTiC oTy pnyaviotiiy Gedpnon v yreatixoy
ovatriuaros. Avtij elvar ) exixatpn onpaota tov oyov Tov Jerry xat yr’ avto 1o
Aoyo 1o urivupd tov Oa rjoet xat fa avartuybe.

Me mw Carol, o Jerry Eyer efepevvijoet ta Osuéha v xvijtpwy ¢
apiiynons - avtj T paymaj dvvaun tov vov ywpic v omola olte va
orepTOduE  umopolue, aAAd oUuTe xat va amoxtjoouue mpoopacy oty
gunpdbern ovveidnon tov aMov. H Gewpoia tov Sipeiper tpw mpoowmn pov
JovAeld 7dve OTIC HOVOIHES apnyIioes Tov TaLwiolol unTépas — Bpépous xat
OrIS gYEOEIS Toug uE TG ouviaxtixés Ouvvduele ¢ yMwooag. Onwg o
otxodeornotne pag 1dvvne Kovpovuovtlduxne, étor xar eyed éyw oaynvevtel
aro ¢ HavoTTeS WY Pospay, 10 aré T anyul e yévenanc tous, va
powpalovrat pe ogfaguo xat ovundbeta, TIC vonTIHEC XATAOTATEIS TOUG U’ QUTEC
twy dhMwy. Avte tov xapd ue Eyer ruptevoet ma axdun AEn eMapuuc
HATaywyrs , 1 «Hovay,  xal ETOL Yonowomoiw TIC Evalotpoiec xar TIC
EXPPAOTIHES IavOTNTEC Ty Ppepwy yla va avaxaldw Eavd to apgyixo
mhovato vonua xat t Ggixy e Eunvevon.

Twwvrag tov Jerome Braner to Ilavemotjuo g Kerfmpe amodider pogo
wpic oe €va plyavra petall twy dacxdiwy, Oc £va TPOOWRO YEUATO

wevbovataguoy, pe Ty apy ek onuadia tne A&

Axd hgAa, oty orphd Tov, 0 Alag ba slvar evyaptotnusvo.



